CAN you help 
give this slide 
and the rest of 
a play structure 
a new life at 
BLAP? 


BLAP has been given a 
fantastic play structure by 
Andrew and Jill Bond. They 
have a large garden and 
Ray Hambridge, who runs 
the All Seasons of Oxford 
Gardening company, works 
for them. When Andrew 
and Jill wanted a new home 
for the playstructure, Ray 
immediately thought of BLAP. 
Volunteers took the structure 
down and Ray arranged for 
Richard Poore of 1st Choice 
Scaffolding to bring the parts 
to BLAP. 

At the end of the summer 
playscheme, when asked what 
new feature they would like at 
BLAP, many of the children 
called for a slide. With help 
from readers their dreams 
may come true. The new play 
structure, believe it or not, 
includes a four metre sturdy 
slide! 

Already several children 
have been asking their parents 
whether they could help to 
re-build the large play structure 
at BLAP. There has been a 
long tradition of volunteering 
at BLAP, and volunteers are 
needed to help us re-build 
this structure on Saturday 10 
November and Saturday 17 
November. 

Sue Price from BLAP said: 
“We will need to dig holes 
to mount the upright posts 
in concrete and drill holes in 
timber before bolting the parts 
together. If you plan on coming 
and have tools that are safe 
to use, please bring them with 
you. The location of the new 
structure will be near to mains 
electricity. To check it is safe 
the completed structure will be 
given the all-clear by ROSPA 
before children at BLAP use it.” 


@ Anyone interested in 
helping please contact 
Alston Quammie at BLAP on 
01865 236646 /07530933690 


Leys Fair 2014 


The first planning meeting for 
the Leys Fair 2014 will take 
place on Tuesday 3 December 
at 11am at Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre. Community 
groups from across the Leys 
are invited to come along and 
show their support for this 
important community event. 
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Leys Children’s 
Centre safe 


THE Leys Children’s Centre 
is likely to be spared, follow- 
ing an announcement that 
city based centres will not be 
closed to save cash. 

MP Andrew Smith has 
said he will do everything he 
can to make sure the county 
council keeps to its pledge, 
following news that as many 
as 37 of the 44 children’s 
centres in Oxfordshire could 
close. The proposed closures 
are part of plans to save 
£61 million due to cuts in 
Government funding for local 
authorities. 

It could take up to two 
years to make a final decision 
on the closures but it is 


Photo: Russell Price 


“The public meetings have 
quite rightly expressed outrage 
at this proposal which is still 
under consideration and so 
there is all to play for. So sign 
one of the on line petitions 
or petitions at the children's 
centre. Write to your MPs and 
local councillors and keep up 
the pressure. The devastating 
effect of these closures on 
families can't just be counted 
in money alone, it’s to do with 
quality of life, it’s to do with 
early positive educational 
experience via play and it’s 
about help and support.” 
Member of Parliament for 
Oxford East and Blackbird Leys 
resident Andrew Smith added: 
“The Leys Children’s Centre 
gives vital support to young 
families and help with children’s 
wellbeing and early years 
development. Any threat to it 
is totally unacceptable. | will 
do everything | can to hold the 
County Council to its pledge to 
keep the centre open.” 


thought that city based centres 
will be saved. However, there 
is still concern for centres 
elsewhere throughout the 
county as they provide a vital 
resource to families across 
Oxfordshire. 

Local Labour Councillor 
for Blackbird Leys, Val Smith 
said: “The threat to Children's 
Centres in the county has to 
be of concern to us all. So 
whilst we are assured that our 
Centre will be safe, it could 
have a great impact on the 
service we offer. My group 
the Labour group is opposed 
to all closures. It was in our 
manifesto and it remains a line 
we will not cross. 
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Letter from the Editor 


Also this month we look at 


Hello! 


THIS month sees the launch of 
the Leys News campaign to try 
and help everyone Save Money 
and Keep Well this winter. 
With energy prices soaring 
and the cost of feeding families 
getting higher every week, 
more and more people on the 
Leys will be facing a struggle 
this winter. Sadly, we can’t pay 
your bills for you or provide 
free food and heating for the 
entire estate, so instead we 
want to help provide as much 
information, help and advice as 
we can through the pages of 
your community newspaper. 
You can read more about 
the campaign on page 3. If you 
are finding it difficult and want 
to share your tips and ideas 
with other readers then please 
email me editor@leysnews. 
co.uk 


Go active at 
Gillians Park 


A BID for funding for 
a new Oxford City 
Council Fitness Trail in 
Gillians Park has been 
submitted by Blackbird 
Leys Parish Council 
and environmental 
charity Groundwork 
South to WREN, 
Waste Recycling 
Environmental Limited, 
which awards grants 
from the Landfill 
Communities Fund. 
With match funding 
from the City Council 
the trail forms part of 
Oxford City Council’s 
‘Go Active’ Fitness Trail 
Programme which aims 
to introduce new fitness 


loneliness, a 


national problem that exists 


right here in 
well. 


there are no 


Leys with so 
there! 


with conside 
neighbours, 
environment 


trails into seven parks 
around the city. 


to offer free exercise 
opportunities to all age 
groups and abilities, 
leading to healthier, 
stronger communities. 
If the bid is successful, 
Gillians Park will have 
its own fitness trail with 
signposted links to 
complementary trails at 
Blackbird Leys Park and 
Spindleberry Park. 
Each trail will have 


at intervals so that 


or paths from station 
to station to exercise. 


anyone to feel lonely on the 


With craft, fashion and 
plenty of ideas for keeping busy 
during half term-this month’s 
Leys News is packed! 

Have a great month and if 
you are celebrating Hallowe’en 
and Bonfire Night then please 
remember to do so safely and 


Sova 


exercise stations located 


people can run on grass 


nother growing 


our community as 


Take a look at the article 
on page 3 by Sally from the 
Clockhouse to find out why 


CARING For someone 
can be a difficult and 

reasons for 
when that person has 
much going on 


Understanding how 
to best support the 


best will in the world the 
you may not always be 


ration for your 
pets and the local | the family or carer. 

. This is why meeting 
other people who have 

experience of caring for 
a family member with a 


The programme aims 


Exercise stations will 
have signs showing 
people how to use the 
equipment and distance 
markers along the routes 
will help to measure the 
run. A trail around the 


parks. 


isolating experience, and 


learning difficulties it can 
be overwhelming at times. 


individual being cared for 
can be hard, and with the 


professionals supporting 


equipped to meet or fully 
comprehend the needs of 


learning difficulty could help. 


would be approximately 
1.25 kilometres and this 
could be extended toa 5 
kilometre run and work- 
out taking in all three 


Oxford County and 
perimeter of Gillians Park Oxford City Councillor, 


The Oxfordshire Family 
Support Network is hoping 
to start a support group 
in the Cowley area for 
families of people with 
learning difficulties. 

Jan Sunman, project 
worker and co-ordinator of 
the Comic Relief-funded 
‘Changing Scenes’ project 
said: “The project focuses 
on family members who 
are aged 60 and over and 
care for a relative, although 
other family members 
such as siblings and other 
relatives of different ages 
are also very welcome. 

“The aim is to provide 
peer-to-peer support, 
sharing ideas, information 
and making friends ina 
relaxed atmosphere. It’s 


lackbird 


this. Rather than being 


y tS baer r = - 
2. (Sa eS: ; 
nking three local parks. The total route is 5km. 
There are an average of six fitness stations in each park. 


Val Smith, said: “Gillians 
Park greatly welcomes 


a park that people walk 
through to get home or to 
the doctors this will now 
take on an exciting new 
role as part of the fitness 


November 2013 


Launch of new 
carers group 


BY HELENA CLENNETT 


about how to plan for the 
future care of your family 
member, and | would 
hope to organise talks 

by experts with lots of 
relevant advice too.” 

The group is still at 
the planning stage at 
present, so a venue is yet 
to be decided. It would 
probably meet once a 
month. It will be user-led 
so suggestions on what 
topics and activities would 
be most helpful will be 
most welcome. 


@ For more information 
please contact Jan 
Sunman on: 
jan@oxfsn.org.uk 
07596784947 


trail - attracting people 
from the community and 
beyond.” 

Work on the Leys 
fitness trails is planned to 
start in the spring and be 
completed in the autumn 
of next year. 


# Consultation for the three parks fitness trails is on-going and if you have any comments please call : 07540 126 810 
or to complete Groundworks on-line survey for Gillians Park, visit: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GWKGILLIANSPKSM 


Invitation to Celebrate — Leys CDI AGM 


Wednesday, 13 November, 6-8pm at The Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community Centre 


DEAR friends, supporters, volunteers, 
sponsors The Leys CDI had another 
fantastic and successful year of providing 
high quality activities and opportunities 
for young people and over 50s on the 
Leys. We have provided more safe, 
accessible and enjoyable activities than 
ever before, more users, many new 
volunteers and many young leaders 
joined us. 

The Leys CDI is also lead panel partner 
for the new Community First Funding 
working in partnership with Oxford City 
Council enabling other small groups on 
the Leys to access funding over the next 
two years. 

You are warmly invited to come to 
our AGM, which we promise will be 
interesting and fun and with good food 


to get you in the mood. Last year over 60 
guests celebrated our achievements with 
the Leys CDI Youth and Clockhouse over 
50s’ Projects. This year we would like to 
celebrate with even more supporters 
and guests. 
We look forward to seeing you on the 

day. Everyone is welcome. 

David Truesdale 

(Chair Leys CDI) 


Enjoy: 

@ Autumn warming food and refreshments 

®@ Clockhouse over 50s’ Singing for Fun Group 

@® Annual report and election of Leys CDI trustees 


@ The Leys CDI Multimedia Show 
- Participants’ Voices 


@ ‘| have a dream’ presentations 
by the young people 


Please come and join us, have fun and show your support for the Leys CDI 


So that we provide enough food it would be great if you could confirm your attendance on 01865 395927 or email leyscdi@btconnect.com 
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Leys News begins campaign t 
combat fuel and food poverty 


share their ideas for keeping warm and 


Perhaps you have discovered a 


. There is no simple or easy answer 
er 
_ int 207 > to this extremely worrying situation, but well this winter. 
BY © this is a time when communities have 
>= % to pull together and help each other to 


saving on your fuel bills. 


be faced with making the decision 
between eating regular meals or 
heating their homes this winter. In 
fact many food banks are already 
reporting that many people are 


to be cooked because they simply 
cannot afford the cost of cooking hot 
food, let alone buying it. 

So how are you going to cope 


staying well. 


stay healthy, well and warm during 
the colder months of the year? 


%. live as well as possible, for less. 
Co} There are plenty of resources 
> available online that provide simple, 
" cheap recipes that are still healthy 
* and well balanced, and there are also 
Py plenty of tips for keeping warm and still 


However, we would like to know 
what readers of Leys News will be 
doing this winter to ensure they stay 
warm and well. We are hoping that 
WITH energy prices rising and food __ through the pages of your community 
banks in more demand than ever, it | newspaper, readers will contact us with 
is no surprise that many people will information, tips, help and advice that 
will provide some realistic and practical 
solutions to anyone who is facing food 
or fuel poverty this winter. 

We will then publish this advice 
in an attempt to support anyone who 
asking not to receive food that needs needs help to save money while 


Our Save Money and Stay Well 
campaign has been launched to 
provide practical help to anyone 
this winter and how are you going to who needs it. We want to hear from 
make sure that you and your family residents, community groups and 
organisations, schools, youth groups 
and anyone else who would like to 


brilliant and easy to navigate website 
that offers loads of tips and advice, 

or perhaps you have encountered a 
blogger who regularly writes about 
these problems and is already sharing 
ideas. 

Maybe you are a thrifty cook who 
can feed their family for £10 a week, or 
have you been slaving away on your 
allotment all summer to grow your own 
produce to save on food bills? 

Have you used a foodbank and 
how has it helped you and your family? 
Do you make your own clothes, or bulk 
buy your oil and gas to save cash? 

Whatever tips you have, no matter 
how simple and obvious they may 
be, we want to hear from you! We are 
planning to publish as many as we can 
in each issue of Leys News throughout 
the winter months to help everyone 
Save Money and Stay Well this Winter. 

There will also be some great 
reader offers and competition prizes 
up for grabs so watch this space! 


m@ Please send your contributions to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
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HE LEYS 


BY SALLY MEACHIM 


THERE has been a lot in the news 


too easy for someone to feel isolated, 
perhaps after retirement, when a 
partner dies, or when health issues 
make it harder to get out and about. 
Leys CDI’s Clockhouse Project for 
over-50s offers a warm welcome 

for Leys area residents, and a 
programme bursting with low-cost, 
interesting activities, chosen and led 
* by local older people themselves. 
This photo shows recycled jewellery- 
making at Blackbird Leys Community 
») Centre, run jointly with Age UK 

| Oxfordshire. Come and make a 
beautiful necklace or earrings from 
beads of your choice, on Mondays 4 
and 11 November, 10am—12pm (£2). 
No experience needed. 

There are lots of other activities 
to choose—everything from staying 
supple with over-50s yoga, to 
watercolour painting, board games 
and evening quiz nights. (The What’s 
On section of Leys News has all 
the details). Please let the project 
know if you have mobility difficulties 
and need help with transport to 
try something out. Someone can 
also meet you on your first visit, to 
help break the ice. Beginners are 
especially welcome. 

Clockhouse Project user Jean 
Jones said: “It was quite an effort to 
make that first step, but I’m so glad 
| did. | really enjoy it! Everything 
I’ve been to, we’ve been made very 
welcome. Come and give it a try!” 


.en 
la ? recently about loneliness among 
j | __ ._ older people. Even in friendly 

Ff 4 | communities like ours, it can be all 


@ Please tel: 01865 395908 to find 
out more, for yourself, or someone 
you know. Let’s work together to 
end loneliness on the Leys! 


COMPETITION 


Design a logo for the 
Leys Community Market 


THE Leys Community Market is in need of a logo and the 
organisners would like you to design it. Designs can be hand 
drawn, painted, or created with a computer. Use a simple 
colour scheme of black and/or one or two bold colours. 

All entries will create the fantastic Leys Community Market 
Logo Wall, an exhibition at the November market. Shoppers, stall 
holders, volunteers and local public will be able to vote for their 
favorite design. What a great way to enjoy some local talent. 

The winner will have their logo professionally produced, 
to help establish the market's identity. We're excited by all the 
potential designs in store. So what are you waiting for? 

Computer designers: email your logo in JPG, Tiff or PDF 
format to: leyscommunitymarket@moonfruit.com 


Paper, pen and paint lovers, post your entry to: Logo 
Competition, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


Address: 


Email: 

Tel Number 

Age if under 16: 

Closing date Friday 15 November 


November 2013 
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THE early nights, the lurgy doing 
the rounds and the grim weather 
is definitely having a detrimental 
effect on my choice of outfits. | for 
one, tend to dress according to the 
mood of the weather. The greyer the 
clouds, the blacker the ensemble. 
After a summer of bright and cheery 
floral patterns, pastel colours 
and colourful court shoes, the 
current state of affairs is extremely 
uninspiring and frankly unnecessary. 
Cue the colours of the season, 
shades of wine, maroon and berry 
reds. Deep and dark enough to 
mourn the summer yet warm 
enough to lift dreary grey outfits, the 


1. 


shade is the perfect complement to 
black, beige, grey and other neutral 
tones you're bound to have in your 
existing wardrobe. 

Primark’s fedora, £8, is a 
practical addition to a winter 
wardrobe (1) and Matalan has a 
vintage inspired handbag, £10, with 
chain detail (2). Both are instant 
updaters and will add a smart, 
ladylike touch to outfits worn for pure 
comfort. 

Fashion brand Pink Clove has 
recently launched in the UK and has 
been dubbed the ‘ultimate online 
destination for curvy women’. The 
best part is, the brand is completely 
affordable. The brand makes 
clothes specifically to fit and flatter 


world day 


The Thames Valley Diabetes Research Network will have a 
diabetes Information stand at the Templars Square Shopping 
Centre, Cowley, Oxford, from 8.30am - 1.30pm on Thursday 
14 November. 


Come and meet Diabetes Research Nurse Claire Umney and 
Alison Monk, Communications and Public Involvement Officer, 
who will be providing information on diabetes and research 
studies running locally that are focussed on preventing 
diabetes, improving diabetes care and services. 


The Thames Valley Diabetes Research Network is hosted by 
the Oxford University Hospital. It supports research studies in 
Oxford and the wider Thames Valley region. It is part of the 
NHS, and the National Institute for Health Research, funded by 
the Department of Health. 


Can't come on the day, but like to find out more? 
Please call Alison Monk on 01865 857149 
or email alisonsmonk@ouh.nhs.uk 


Berry shades of maroon 
and merlot, wine not? 


nearer, I’m on the look-out for 
casual pieces with a touch of 
embellishment, rather than going the 
whole glitzy, sequin-spangled hog, 
in a bid to tighten the purse strings 
and not splash out on ‘typical’ party 
wear. Florence and Fred at Tesco 
have this textured sweater (6) with 
gem detail around the collar while 
Internacionale have this embellished 
belt, £9.99 (7). 

Both pieces will add just enough 


sparkle for the festive proceedings, 
especially when this year, all I’m 
most looking forward to is cuddling 
up on the sofa to watch the Downton 
Christmas special rather than 
painting the town Santa Claus red. 


a range of body shapes and comes 
in sizes 16 to 32. I’m in love with 
their red rose print pencil skirt (3) 
which at just £9 is a style steal. They 
also have a pretty tartan fit and 

flare dress, £22, which is perfect for 
dressing up or down, especially over 
the festive season (4). 

Over the last few winters, 
sky-scraper heels have been 
considered the height (pardon 
the pun) of fashion, even when 
trying to negotiate icy pavements. 
However, practicality and comfort 
are massively under-rated. 

More and more there seems to 
be a shift in favourable heel heights, 
from ridiculous six-inch stiletto heel 
platforms which leave any woman 
bent double and trying to make a 
totter pass for a competent walk, to 
sensible, chic flats, which actually 
make everyone look better because 
you don't have to make an issue of 
walking from a to b. Shoe Zone have 
some fleece lined boots (5) which 
will look great with jeans or toughen 
up a girly skater dress and tights. 

As the festive season draws 


By Wendy Markham 


Inchies 


| HAVE been asked several times recently 
“What is an Inchie?”, so I have collected 
some useful information about them, and 
had a go at making some myself. 

Inchies are an inch square piece of 
artwork. The base of an Inchie should be 
sturdy. 

As long as it is an inch squared, you 
can use any medium you like to make one 
including paper, fabric, wood, metal or a 
mixture of different materials, as shown in 
the photographs. These collaged Inchies 3 
use words and images to make a miniature tie : 
piece of art which is unique. In the examples 


Left and above: Inchies made by Wendy Markham. 


shown | have used felt, beads and buttons 
to make some. There are also a few card 
ones too. It’s fun and easy so why not have 
a go! 

Inchies can be used as an embellishment 
to scrapbooking or greetings cards. They 
can be used flat or raised to give a textured 
look to the artwork. 

You can make up a set of Inchies to keep 
for yourself, or begin swapping them with 
your friends and other Inchie makers, 
how about setting up an Inchie swap- 
shop; make ten Inchies, put them into an 
envelope and see what trades you can do. 


See page 11 for more craft ideas 
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Thanks to the Blackbird Leys Parish Council for sponsoring this page 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
YOUR RIGHTS IN THE WORKPLACE: 
Taking time off work 


BY LAW there are times 
when you are entitled 

to take time off work, 
whether your employer 
likes it or not. But 
remember you may not 
always be entitled to be 
paid for this time off. 
Here are some of the 
situations where you have 
an automatic right to take 
time off work: 


@ Taking time off for 
holidays 

Most full-time workers are 
entitled to a minimum of 5.6 
weeks holiday a year, by 
law. If you work part-time, 
you're entitled to a pro rata 
amount. Remember bank 
holidays are included in 

the 5.6 weeks, unless your 
contract of employment says 
otherwise. 


@ Taking time off 

when you have a baby 

— maternity leave 

All women are entitled to 
have time off work to have 
a baby. Most have the right 
to take up to 52 weeks 
maternity leave. 

It doesn’t matter how 
many hours you work or how 
long you have worked for 
your employer. 

Whether you are entitled 
to be paid while on maternity 
leave, and how much 
will depend on how long 
you have worked for your 
employer, how much you 
earn and what your contract 
of employment says. 

Pregnant women are also 
allowed reasonable paid time 
off work for ante-natal care. 


@ Taking time off when 
you are a father or civil 
partner — paternity leave 
If you are the father of a new 
baby or civil partner of the 
mother, and have worked 
the required length of time 
for your employer, you will 
be eligible to take up to two 
weeks paid leave after the 
birth. You are entitled to 

be paid for this leave but 

it may not be paid at your 
usual rate, depending on 
the terms of your contract of 
employment. 


®@ Taking time off to deal 
with an emergency 

— dependency leave 

You have the right to take 

a reasonable amount of 
time off work to deal with 

an emergency involving 
someone who depends on 
you. An emergency can 
include your child or relative 
falling ill or being injured, a 
bereavement in the family, 
your childcare arrangements 
breaking down or your child 
being involved in an incident 
at school. 

Your employer does not 
have to pay you unless your 
contract of employment 
says they will, but some 
employers choose to pay 
their workers in these 
circumstances. What 
amounts to a reasonable 
time off will depend on 
the circumstances of the 
emergency, but one or two 
days is typical. If you need 
to take more time off you 
should discuss this with your 
employer as they may give 
you compassionate leave, 


or you may wish to consider 
taking annual leave. 


@ Taking time off to look 
after your child — parental 
leave 
If you have a child under the 
age of five, (or under 18 if 
your child has a disability) 
you are entitled to take 
parental leave to look 
after them. You must have 
worked for your employer 
for at least one year to be 
eligible for parental leave. 
You can take up to 18 weeks 
off for each of your children 
up to their fifth birthday. 
There are rules about 
how much parental leave you 
can take in one go and how 
much notice you need to 
give. You will not be entitled 
to be paid during parental 
leave unless your contract of 
employment says you are. 


Remember that your contract 
of employment may also give 
you extra rights, so do check 
what it says. 

Employment law can 
be complex. If you want 
to know your rights and 
responsibilities or if you are 
having problems at work, our 
advisers can help you. 

Just call the centre 
on 770206 and book an 
appointment to see our 
employment advisor. 


Tan PRY Soren 


@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre, 96 Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HS. 
Telephone: 01865 770206 Email: asac.reception@blackbirdleysnss.co.uk 


The Knowledge Project 


Evening courses for adults in Oxford 


* Novel Writing 

* Psychology 

* Contemporary Art 
* Shakespeare 


Each course costs £80. All of the proceeds go the local 
children’s charity Jacari (charity no. 1108827). 


www.knowledgeproject.co.uk 


01965 264 167 


mona@knowledgeproject.co.uk 


GROWING UP GRUMPY 
Grand Theft Auto... 


IT FINALLY happened! The 


game everybody under the 
age of 25 has been waiting 
for! The one and only, 
Grand Theft Auto V. Boy, 
have | missed standing in 
the middle of an American 
motorway waiting for a 
sports car to come along! 

Or saying to yourself 
you'll drive as carefully as 
you can before you end up 
in the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean. Anyone into gaming 
will have played or at least 
heard of Grand Theft Auto 
at some stage—it’s a 
brilliant game and whilst it 
is a tad, erm, violent, it is 
extremely fun to play with 
friends online, whether you 
have an Xbox, PS3 or a PC! 

Sadly, when | tried to 
explain to my college tutor 
the reason | hadn't done her 
Ethical and Social Issues 
of Media assignment, she 
didn’t look too pleased 
when | said that | had been 
too busy “breaking into 
an airport and stealing a 
helicopter to get away from 
the cops." 

Speaking of this 


assignment, | have had 
the most ridiculous college 
theory assignment. 

Basically, we had to pick 
a media product (a film or 
television show or game) 
and research the following: 
“Any relevant social issues 
e.g. representation of 
minorities. Professional 
bodies code of practice 
that affect ethical issues 
surrounding your chosen 
media product as well as 
relevant legislation, include 
an image of any contentious 
material.” 

If you haven't fallen 
asleep reading that 
paragraph, then maybe you 
should be doing my course 
at college—if you ignored 
it, congratulations, we’re on 
the same level! 

Whilst | joke about this 
particular thing, it does 
actually irritate me that a 
supposedly practical course 
learning practical skills with 
cameras and whatnot is 
bogged down with endless 
analysis assignments, 
reports, risk assessments 
and research! And I’m sure 


it's the same with many 
other courses. The fact is, 
theory bores most of us, 
particularly blokes (I find 

it as dry as a martini) and 
therefore if we find it boring 
we're not going to learn 
anything. So why do all 
those posh people in suits 
wonder why grades are 
going down? Is it any 
wonder? Adults never seem 
to ask for our opinion! 

A little bit of theory is 
okay, but anything over a 
third is just too much. The 
positives, as always are 
that we can just walk away, 
come home and play Grand 
Theft Auto. Or next time 
you put the barbeque on 
(not very likely as it’s now 
winter!) you’ve got some 
extra resources to help it 
sizzle! 

The even funnier thing 
about this is that as | write 
these words | still haven't 
done it and it’s now over a 
week late...Well, the tutor 
hasn't asked for it—don't 
ask, don’t get! 


Blackbird Leys Parish Council 


Meeting Dates 


li Tuesday 26 November, 7.00pm 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre 


Parish Councillors 


Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), 
Brian Lester, Tanya Prescott, Chris Hatton, Cyril 
Martin, Sheila Smith and Pat Stannard 


For further details telephone (9am-5pm) 
01865 716943 
Mail to: Parish Council, c/o 13 Bailey 
Road, Oxford OX4 3HU 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 
minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please go 


to the community website 


www.leysonline.net 
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Thanks to Ruskin College for sponsoring this page. If you are 


interested in studying at Ruskin College please call 01865 759600 
or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk 


Remember, remember the Fifth of November... 


BY JAl HOOSHMAND 


“..Gunpowder, treason and plot. | see 
no reason, why gunpowder treason, 
should ever be forgot.” 


These are famous words that refer to 

the infamous night of 5 November 1605, 
when a certain Guy Fawkes (or perhaps 
‘Guido’?) was caught red-handed in the 
cellar of the Houses of Parliament with 
several dozen barrels of gunpowder and 
a fuse in his hand. Fawkes was a member 
of a group of zealous Catholics, who 
believed that if they killed the king, a new 
Catholic era for Britain would begin. So 
the group devised a plan to explode at 
least 20 large barrels of gunpowder from 
a cellar underneath the building during 

a grand event, where King James I, his 
queen, and other family members and 
government leaders would be present. 

Guy Fawkes was horrendously tortured 
until he finally revealed the names of his 
co-conspirators. Some of them were killed, 
while others were caught and imprisoned, 
all tried for the charge of ‘high treason’, 
The punishment for which was being hung, 
drawn, and quartered, one of the most 
severe punishments in British legal history, 
showing the seriousness of the crime. 

The reason that the group were 
caught was put down to the fact that while 
lobbying for more support for the act, one 
of the potential supporters told his brother- 
in-law, a lord, not to attend parliament that 
day, prompting wide scale search of the 
Houses of Parliament on November the 


fifth, where armed guards caught Fawkes 
guarding the gunpowder. 

Several months later in January of 
1606, a law was passed that called for the 
annual remembrance and thanksgiving 
for the failure of the plot, which marked 
the first year of hundreds to come where 
Bonfire Night or Guy Fawkes Night would 
become a day of rowdiness, mayhem and 
disorganised chaos all round, until the 
middle of the 20th century, where charities 
and bigger organisations would run the 
festivities in a more family 
friendly and organised manner. 

Since then the event has become 
much more benign, a family festivity for 
communities and towns and villages. The 
event has spread all over the world now, 
with many countries lighting bonfires and 
celebrating together, although the initial 
darker purpose of the event has been 
largely forgotten. 

It is curious that a failed arson attempt 
some 400 years ago is still in popular 
culture and well-known by all, and this was 
even furthered by the publishing of one of 
the world’s most famous and iconic graphic 
novels — ‘V for Vendetta’. The classic comic 
is based around the a central character 
in future Britain who fights for civil rights 
while wearing a ‘Guy Fawkes mask’, which 
is today a symbol for mass public protests, 
having been taken up as the emblem of 
the group ‘Anonymous’, as well as being 
prominent in many Arab Spring uprisings, 
even being banned in some nations. The 
initial nursery rhyme was also sometimes 
called ‘Please to remember the fifth of 


Come and talk to staff and students about all of the exciting courses that Ruskin College, 


Oxford, has to offer. 


With long course open days and short course open mornings every month, and also subject 


taster days, there is lots of information available about Ruskin. 


We will be holding short course open mornings on: 


Follow us: 
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November’, a warning through time that 
treason will neither be forgotten nor 
forgiven. 

Why not go to the Oxford Bonfire Night 
this year, in South Park, Headington, 
where the Oxford Round Table 46th 
annual Fireworks and Bonfire is being 
held on the 9 November. Gates open at 
5pm, and the spectacular firework display 
begins at 6.45pm. Don’t miss Oxford’s 
largest fireworks display and a bonfire that 
can be seen from miles around, an event 
that thousands of people attend each 
year, promising a night of festive fun for 
everyone! 


Bonfire Toffee 


If you're feeling particularly creative, have a go at 
making some traditional Bonfire Toffee! 


Time to prepare: 5 minutes 
Cooking time: 20 minutes 


Ingredients: 

* 500g granulated sugar 

¢ 150ml water 

* ‘4 teaspoon cream of tartar 
* 75g butter 

* 100g black treacle 

* 100g golden syrup 


Method: 

1. Lightly oil an 18cm shallow square tin. 
Measure the sugar and water into a large heavy 
based pan. Heat gently until the sugar has 
dissolved. Add the rest of the ingredients and 
bring to the boil. 

2. Using a clean pastry brush, brush the inside 
of the pan with cold water just above the level of 
the mixture, then bring to the boil. Boil rapidly for 
10-15 minutes or until the temperature reaches 
the soft crack stage or 143C. The easiest way 
to test is the toffee has reached 143C is to use 
a sugar thermometer. Alternatively, drop a little 
of the mixture into a bowl of cold water and if the 
syrup separates into threads which are hard but 
not brittle, it is ready. 

3. Pour into the tin, cool for 5 minutes and if 
wished mark into squares with an oiled knife, 
and leave to set in a cool place (but not in the 
refrigerator). Or just leave to set and break up 
with a toffee mallet for irregular shaped pieces. 
4. Eat up! 
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Party-time 


at Church of Holy Family 


—_— 


Book your family parties at the 
refurbished community rooms. 


Kitchen, hall and 
lounge £25 per hour. 


One free set-up hour included 
for your celebrations. 


More details at 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 
or ring 396241 
or visit church on Monday 
between 6.30 and 7.30 
and talk to the clergy 


Thursday 10th October 2013: 10am - 12noon 
Thursday 7th November 2013: 10am - 12noon 
Thursday 5th December 2013: 10am - 12noon 


For 2014 long course entry we will be holding Open Days on: 


Friday 13th December 2013: 11am start 
Friday 31st January 2014: 11am start 
Friday 7th March 2014: 6pm-8pm 
Friday 2nd May 2014: 11am start 
Friday 30th May 2014: 11am start 
Saturday 21st June 2014: 11am start 


For more information and to book a place at one of our open days, contact: 


T:.01865, 759600 
E: enquiries@ruskin.ac.uk 


Ruskin College, 
Ruskin Hall, 
Dunstan Road, 
Old Headington, 
Oxford, OX3 9BZ 


www.ruskin.ac.uk 


Ruskin College is approved by The Open University as an appropriate organisation to offer 
higher education programmes leading to Open University validated awards. 


For families by families of children & adults with learning disabilities 
Saturday 30 November, 11am—3pm, at The Kassam Stadium, Oxford OX44XP 


Social and Community Services, Education, 
Health, Leisure, Preparation for Work, Supported | 
Living and Day Care Providers, Voluntary Sector | 


Organisations and lots more! 


Activities for children, young people and adults 
and workshops for parents/carers 


or email: info@oxfsn.org.uk 


For further information or to book your FREE place 
please contact Gail Hanrahan: Tel: 07891 734987 


oxf| nM) Oxfordshire family 
SUPPORT NETWORK 
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MINI Plant Oxford opened their 
doors for a lantern making 
workshop for more than 30 
teachers from the city’s schools. 

The teachers learned how 
to make the willow-framed 
lanterns and will now go back 
to their schools to run their own 
workshop sessions to create 
over 500 lanterns for the magical 
Christmas Light Night lantern 
parade on Friday 22 November. 

MINI Plant Oxford is once 
again supporting this year’s 
Christmas Light Night in Oxford 
to mark 100 years of car making 
in the city. 

Celebrations of the centenary 
will see the famous lantern 
procession be inspired by a 
theme of Morris’ Marvellous 
Machines, showing Oxford’s 
innovation and imagination and 
bringing together the cultural and 
industrial heritage of the city. 

Frank Bachmann, managing 
director of MINI Plant Oxford, 


MINI Plant Oxford 
help with lantern 
making workshop 


said: “The teachers worked really 
hard with the artists, and we’re 
now looking forward to seeing 


the hundreds of lanterns that the 


children will make in school. 

“We are delighted to be 
supporting Christmas Light Night 
and the centenary of car making 
in Oxford is a landmark year so 


we are pleased that the lantern 


procession will celebrate the city’s 
industrial heritage.” 

Workshops will be held in 
schools to make hundreds 
more lanterns needed for the 
procession which finishes in St 
Giles. 

Rachel Capell, City Events 
Officer at Oxford City Council, 
said: “The workshop sessions 


were amazing, it was great to see 
teachers getting engaged in how 

to make the lanterns and we hope 
they take their enthusiasm back to 


school to continue making them.” 
Christmas Light Festival is 
an annual event that brings 


Oxford’s communities together 
with an exciting programme of art, 
music, dance and performance. 
The festival weekend begins 

with Christmas Light Night and 
the Lantern Parade on Friday 22 
November. 

Many of the city’s best loved 
cultural venues—including its 
museums, galleries, theatres, 
Castle and Town Hall—will be 
opening their doors to the public for 
unique late night viewings of their 
displays and exhibitions. 

Christmas Light Festival is 
being co-ordinated by Oxford City 
Council and lan Nolan Events on 
behalf of communities and cultural 
organisations across the city. 


@ For more information on the 
Christmas activities in Oxford 
this year, visit http://www. 
oxfordschristmas.com 


COMPETITION! 
WIN A PARTY AT 
LASER KOM 


A EMPTY unit has been 
transformed into an army-themed 
laser warfare game centre. 


Children’s entertainment company 


Partyman World has converted 
the unit at the Ozone Leisure Park, 
Oxford into the Laser Kombat 
centre, which was opened on 14 
September. Costing £250,000, the 
centre offers sessions for people 
from the age of six upwards. They 


also offer adult parties and corporate 


packages. 
Aaron Othman, who is the 


executive company director, said: “As 


soon as you go into Laser Kombat 
you will be met with a special army 
corporal who will be in character for 
the whole time, and anyone taking 
part will be dressed up in an army 


outfit and made to put on camouflage 


paint. 

"This will be our third Laser 
Kombat arena in the UK. It's a very 
different experience. The theming 
is out of this world. We are planning 
to put a car in there which has 
smashed through a brick wall. We 
have sand bags, barrels and old war 
props to add to the fun" 

Mr Othman, 28, from Essex 
started the children’s entertainment 
company over 10 years ago with 
business partner James “Jimbo” 
Sinclair who is known as the face 
of the company. Mr Othman added: 
“The unit space is massive at over 


5000sq ft and we are making the 


most of it. All the rooms will be Army- 
themed and it is going to be a unique 
experience for everyone taking part." 


@ For more information 
call 01865 788380 or email 
Oxford@laserkombat.co.uk 


Competition details 


The competition will be for an 
Ultimate Force Party for 12 children. 
Normally £20 per head. 

This includes 3x games in the arena, 
hot food, and sweet pots for the 
children. 


Answer the following simple question: 


Where is Laser Kombat based: 


1. Templars Square Shopping Centre 


2. Ozone Leisure Park 
3. Westgate Centre Oxford 


Please send your answers to 

Leys News Ltd, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 

or email to editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Closing date 20 November 2013 


WITH Autumn upon us make 
the most of the city’s parks, 
leisure centres and the Museum 
of Oxford to keep your little 
ones entertained in half term. 

Oxford City Council looks after 
87 play areas, 55 parks and 29 
nature parks so there is plenty to 
keep you amused. 

If it’s raining, grab your 
wellies and waterproofs, take a 
flask of hot chocolate and get 
outside. You can splash in the 
puddles, hunt for conkers, acorns, 
leaves or fruits or take some 
bark rubbings. There are some 
wonderful tree specimens at 
Headington Hill Park, or ancient 
oaks at Shotover Country Park. 

When you are back in the 
warm make a collage with the 
items you've collected or have a 
conker competition with friends 
and family. 
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Grab your camera and record 
the golds, yellows and reds of the 
leaves as they change colours 
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a GREEN 
© FINGERS 


We must open 
our eyes 


WILDLIFE gardening and 
photography may not really 
seem related, but bare with 
me; Stuart Mabbutt hasn't 
gone mad and lost the plot. 

We humans, as a Species, 
are losing the ability to see 
that which is right in front of 
us. Yes, wildlife is struggling, 
but there is more there, right in 
front of us than we are actually 
seeing. 

Next time you go for a walk, 
take a camera with you and try 
and take some photographs of 
what you see. It doesn’t matter 
if you don’t think you have a 
good camera, or that you may 
not be a good photographer. 
Just have a go. By trying to 
take a photograph, you will 
engage with the environment 
around you and begin to see 
things you would normally just 
walk past. 

Then, take what you see 
and learn, back to your garden 


Family Fun 


this autumn. Florence Park 
has several avenues of trees of 
different species. 

Why not take the children 
out after dark when the clocks 
have gone back and experience 
the sky at night. South Park is 
designated as a ‘Dark Sky’ site 
so you can sit back and watch the 
stars.Orienteering courses are 
available at both Cutteslowe and 
Sunnymead Park and Shotover 
Country Park. 
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At Rock Edge, in Headington 
there are two events taking place 
during the school holidays. On 
Saturday 26 and Tuesday 29 
October there will be a mud 
kitchen, fire pit and forest school 
aCtivities in partnership with 
the Heart of Wildwood. On the 
Saturday, the Oxford Geology 
Trust will be running fossil trails 
and identification sessions too. 
Share your photos, comments 
or to find out what’s going on 
in your local parks and open 


and try and replicate that. 
This is a major skill of any 
successful wildlife gardener. 

Let’s take that a step 
further, Autumn is a great 
time to engage children with 
the natural world with all 
the colours out there. Often 
children collect together leaves 
and other materials to make 
individual pieces of artwork. 
Now, the natural world has 
four seasons, why not get our 
children out there more than 
just in Autumn to do these 
beautiful pieces of work? 
This is what will engage the 
next generation of wildlife 
gardeners. 

So let’s all go for a walk, 
with our eyes open and 
observe what is actually there, 
starring us in the face. 

Happy Gardening 


Autumnal half 
term adventures 


spaces visit www.facebook.com/ 
parksoxford 

At the Museum of Oxford 
on Thursday 31 October there 
will be a Halloween Family Day 
where you can meet the barber’s 
surgeon. 


From 10.30am until 3.30pm you 
can meet the surgeon and find 
out about operations in the past. 
Find out who pulled out people’s 
teeth before there was a dentist 
and gruesome operations. 

You can also travel back in 
time and try on Civil War Armour 
and have your face painted. All 
these activities are free. 

If you want to take part in the 
family tour of the Town Hall Crypt 
and Court Room at 2pm, you 
need to make sure you book and 
a donation of £2 is welcome to 
cover costs. 


# Details of all these leisure 
centre activities can be found at 
www.oxford.gov.uk/leisure 
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Clocks back and cosy 
up for the new season 


New autumn and winter home ranges are already in the shops. Take your inspiration from the high street, but 
take a look at our budget busting tips to bring some warmth an colour into your home this season. 


NOW is most definitely the 

time to start making our homes 
cosy, welcoming nests ready for 
the autumn and winter months 
ahead. 

Without breaking the bank, 
there are plenty of ways to create 
a cosy feel to our living spaces 
that will also add some personal 
touches. 

Knitting and crocheting are 
high on the craft agenda at the 
moment, and if you can’t quite 
bring yourself to part with the 
£35 required for this pink bobble 
throw from Sainsbury’s (1) then 
why not have a go at knitting 


1. Pink bobble throw £35 
from Sainsbury’s 

2. Homesense has some 
great throws that start from 
around £19.99 

3. Vintage mug with tea 
cosy £3 from wilko.com 
4. Bring some wildlife in 
with this squirrel cushion 
£12 from Next 

5. Giant clock £18 from 
wilko.com 

6. COSY cushion £6.50 
from wilko.com 

7. Three wick candle £5 
from wilko.com 


one yourself. There are yarn 
swaps held in communities 
across Oxford where you can 
pick up new colours and textures 
in return for some that you no 
longer need, and charity shops 
are also often good sources 

for knitting wool and other craft 
supplies. 

As well as throws you could 
create mittens, scarves, socks 
and cushion covers, all for a few 
pounds at the most and you will 
end up with some very personal 
touches for your home, and keep 
the winter chills at bay. 

If knitting is not your thing 
then try creating some patchwork 
home accessories with scraps 
of fabric. Raid the charity shops 
for some cheap remnants or 
use any clothes that have seen 
better days. Wadding is relatively 
inexpensive to buy and can 
easily turn patchwork creations 
into warm, cosy quilts, cushions 
and throws. Another option is to 


buy second hand bedspreads 
and blankets and give them 

a makeover with trimmings, 
buttons and tassels. 

Candles really add warmth 
and a cosy feel to any room and 
are also a cheap way to create 
an autumnal atmosphere. With 
the clocks now back it is also a 
good time to update your home 
with a new timepiece or two. The 
high street has some reasonably 
priced clocks, but again check 
out charity and second hand 
shops for something a bit more 
individual and a guaranteed 
bargain. 
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Oxford’s domino 
club hit double ace! 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


The Oxford Dominoes Club having slam dunked their way through the summer season are now two years old. The team 
made their home in The Original Swan Public House Between Towns Road back in 2011 and continue to raise the 
profile of the game ever since. Lorraine Jackson was invited to attend a Sunday practice session to meet the team 


and find out what it is about the game t 


CHAIRMAN of the club James Forbes, 50 
said: “Now that we have a stable base 
we've managed to expand our membership 
and generate interest and support from the 
community in general. We've come along 
way in two years and have had so much fun 
along the way!” 

The team soon got under way to secure 
their position in the fixtures and move along 
the league tables in a bid to win the coveted 
Domino Club Winner’s cup. Wearing t-shirts 
funded and supplied by local firm R and R 
Security, The Oxford Dominoes Club proudly 
sport the yellow and black team colours. 

James is also Chair of the African 
Caribbean Community Association Network 
ACCAN in addition to holding the post of 
Secretary of the East Oxford Community 
Association EOCA. He explained: “I’ve 
always loved getting involved in community 
groups and organisations. It’s the best way 
of bringing people together and working 
hard at giving them what they want. It’s very 
rewarding when you see all your hard work 
pay off” 

Traditionally, away games are supported 
by the wider community and members 
make a whole day of enjoying it. While 
the players slam-it-out on the tables the 
non-players seize the opportunity to go 
sightseeing and shopping to pass the time 
and grab a few bargains and souvenirs along 
the way. James Forbes commented: “The 
hospitality we receive everywhere we go is 


— met 


always friendly, generous and very much 
appreciated. As a team we like to pride 
ourselves on being able to offer the same 
during our home games’ Most visiting teams 
can expect to be offered both on and off site 
changing facilities to rest and get ready for 
the dance that follows in the evening. This 

is where you get to try among other mouth 
watering dishes the famous curry goat or 
stew chicken with rice n peas. All while 
dancing the night away to the rhythmic 
sounds of Reggae, Soca, Gospel, Dance 
Hall and Rhythm n Blues tunes. All before 
coach call and making the early morning 
return trip home. 

“At around £20 per trip it’s a brilliant day 
out,” said Carmen Perry who asked “Where 
in Oxford can you go out for the whole day 
and night, meet lots of new faces, enjoy a 
good game of dominoes and delicious food 
and get to dance the night away? It sounds 
impossible doesn't it?” 

The road trip is in itself is also steeped 
in cultural tradition and history. There is a 
specific expectation to the order of the day. 
Getting up at dawn to finish the cooking 
and packing for the trip is where it starts. 
You can expect to be handed fried Red 
Snapper fish, Southern Style chicken, Hard 
dough bread, fried dumplings, Rice n Peas, 
Plantains, Jamaican Patties, home made 
cakes, buns, Coconut Drops and much more 
on the journey. ‘Bruk n share’ is a great 
opportunity to show off your culinary skills 


hat Caribbean’s love so much. 


and gain a repertoire for the best dish on the 
coach. A guest player, 54 said: “Don’t think 
because you're sleeping you might miss out. 
No chance! People will still wake you up and 
hand you a plate of food or something nice 
wrapped in a napkin den it get pass down 
de coach to you, so you can’t say you never 
get none! Yes we call dat Bruk n share!” She 
laughs. 

Dominoes is a very popular and 
competitive pastime loved and enjoyed 
by a vast number of Caribbean's. It is very 
unusual for an African-Caribbean child to 
have never been exposed to the ‘slam dunk’ 
sound of the deck on the kitchen table on a 
Sunday afternoon or during a Bank Holiday 
weekend social gathering. For those of you 
expecting a quiet and somewhat placid game 
should perhaps think again when learning 
the game Caribbean style. | went along to 
witness a Sunday evening practice session 
and meeting and received a very warm 
welcome from some of the Members of the 
team. 

| spoke with Events Organiser and Team 
Captain Hugh Perry, 60 about the history 
of the game and what is it about Dominoes 
that Caribbean’s love so much. He told me 
that “Dominoes is a cultural pass time that 
is steeped deep in Oxford’s History. Some 
house, Pub or Club always has a game of 
dominoes going on” he added “It used to be 
right up there with Cribbage as one of the 
number one Oxford pub games but sadly 


interest died with the re-emergence of Aunt 
Sally” 

A game of basic skill in throwing skittles at 
a base point called The Dolly, Locals support 
the belief that Aunt Sally was invented in 
Oxford’s Port Meadow by Cavalier Soldiers 
during the English Civil War to pass the time 
and is still the popular choice in many Pub 
gardens throughout the county today. 

The game of dominoes has a much more 
exotic and far reaching connection to China 
which is said to have the oldest recorded 
information of the game. Dating back as 
far as the 12th or13th century, the game is 
said to have derived from the Yuan Dynasty 
before eventually making its way to Europe 
where the character and rules were modified. 

Adopted and modified even further all 
over the Caribbean, the game became a 
national pastime for all ages throughout 
the Islands. Being taught to play by a 
senior family member was quite special 
and provided an opportunity for younger 
generations to learn many lessons in life and 
put the world to rights over a friendly game 
with a respected and valuable member of the 
community. 

The game travelled from the Caribbean to 
England via the migrant workers of the 50’s 
and 60’s and was the popular choice played 
in the Shubeen’s (Gambling House) migrant 
workers faced intense hostility and rejection 
during this period in Oxford's social history in 
most public houses, dance halls and much 


more significantly, rented accommodation. 
They were forced to create their own meeting 
and drinking establishments where they 
subsequently found safety and solace within 
the familiarity of their own cultural norms and 
traditions. A Shubeen also became a hub 
for networking and sharing information. A 
place where you could hear of new arrivals 
to Britain, important news from home and 
equally importantly news of possible job 
vacancies. 

Charismatic team member and veteran 
Player Amos Welch recalls playing in a local 
Shubeen back in the 60’s and said: “There 
was no domino team when | first arrived in 
Oxford. Then one night some friends and 
| went to Reading. Two Oxford guys were 
there playing domino. That game was sweet. 
The two Oxford men were playing with a 
matchstick in their mouths all night. They 
were able to code messages to each other 
with the match sticks. That night they swept 
the board and won every game.” 

It was that night Reading decided Oxford 
should start up their own Domino team as 
their undetected skills were exemplary! 

Amos Arrived in Oxford in 1963 aged just 
16 years old. He said: “Il was a young man 
then | went there for the ladies not dominoes!” 

Although the team is predominantly male, 
the women players are as equally committed 
to the game playing with unmatched verve 
and enthusiasm. Dahlia Gabbidon, 58 
shared her love of the game: “I used to play 
just for fun at the old Caribbean Club in 
Paradise Street in the early 80’s.1 worked 
behind the bar then and after setting up 
the bar | would enjoy a few games before 
opening.” 

Dahlia was still remembered for her 
skill at the table years later when she was 
approached by Team Captain Hugh to join 
the club and has been playing ever since. 
Bringing glamour and a radiant smile to the 
table the mother of five explained: “Most 
clubs have female players but some are 
much better than others like Peckham and 
Coventry. Nottingham are really strong too. 
One player | can’t remember her name now 
but she was dangerous, | met my match 
there she was better than me.” 

Women play a number of roles within 
the club Carmen Perry explains: “As women 
we all have a part to play. Whether it’s 
supporting a playing friend or partner right 
through to helping with serving food. There's 
always something to do.” As Team Captains 
Wife, Carmen 32, usually assists by sending 
out notices and announcements to members 
and offers general club support. | asked her 
what hopes she had for the teams future 
she cheerily replied: “I would really like to 
see them get the confidence to go and win 
all future games and move on up the league 
tables.” 

The Secretary is currently appealing for 
new members to join in and help raise the 
profile of the club together with desperately 
needed funds. Hugh said: “In the past we’ve 
put on a few events to raise funds to keep us 
going. We've had dinner and dance nights, 
parties, raffles, family fun days with face 
painting, bouncy castles and a whole host of 
fun for all the family. But we really need your 
support if we’re to keep going. We would 
really welcome your ideas and suggestions. 
So please come along and share them with 
us.” 

Owner of Malachaite Designs and 
jewellery maker Julie Simmonds supports 
the appeal and Hugh's view that more needs 
to be done. Julie, who is also a partner 
of one of the players commented: “ We 
need more members really, particularly 
younger players. | make regular donations 
for the raffle and | try selling as many raffle 
tickets as | can on the night.| also help with 
promoting social events which | really love.” 

Feeling quite privileged to be sitting in on 
the meeting that evening, | sadly watched as 
the members disappointingly took the vote 
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not to attend their forthcoming away game 
Oxford v Balham due to not being able to 
afford the hefty congestion charge for a 
coach travelling through central London. As 
the harsh reminder of the running costs was 
realised, the members voted to have a party 
at home instead to celebrate the memory 
of the recently departed veteran player and 
member Mr Arthur Samuel Preddie. It was 
announced that a Players Cup will be named 
in his honour at a later date. 

James and Hugh openly invite readers 
to follow the club’s schedule of activities 
on Face Bookhttps://www.facebook.com/ 
pages/Oxford-Domino-Club or visit The 
Original Swan during a home game or a 
practice session on Wednesday and Sunday 
evenings to receive a friendly welcome, meet 
the team and try your hand at a slam dunk 
match! 


In fond and loving memory of 
Mr Arthur Samuel Preddie 1925-2013 


@ For further details of how you can 
become a member and join in the fun 
contact Club Secretary Hugh Perry on 
07858352176 


Dominoes 
“Cut Throat Style” 


Caribbean style domino games 
sometimes referred to as_ the ‘Cut Throat 
Style’ are very competitive and highly 
energetic. 

Guarding his hand from onlookers 
once the pack has been shuffled and 
shared, a skilful player will study the 
pieces played, back their playing partner, 
anticipate the opponents next move and 
with the most colourful and often spicy 
vocabulary will attempt to undermine the 
confidence of the losing team with lyrics 
and expressions to enable you to follow 
the game and sometimes leave you in fits 
of laughter. 

Raising the piece high in the air and 
coming down with a ‘slam dunk’ on the 
table, the player will use some of the 
following expressions to read the game 
and state the opponents new position. 
Derived from local slang and dialect 
these expressions are legendary. 


Codes and expressions: 

Lie down: To play a double. Since you 
haven't changed the state of the board, 
you haven't done any work! 

Jail: A player is in jail until he wins a hand. 
The goal of the game is effectively to keep 
at least one player in jail. 

Pushing: You are pushing the player to 
yout left. Since you play right before her, 
you have the most control over how she 
plays. If you’re making it difficult for her to 
play, then you are pushing hard. 

Strong Back: Conversely, if you’re being 
pushed hard but are still able to play then 
your back is strong. 

Buoy: The player you are pushing is also 
your buoy. If he gets out of jail, then your 
buoy has floated away! 

Running From: A player will run from 
numbers they are unable to play on. For 
instance, a player with no fours in their 
hand is running from fours. 

Wash up: To shuffle the dominoes. 

Eat Your End: Late in the game, it’s 
possible that there's a tile that only 

you can play on. This is clearly a very 
advantageous situation. If you're forced 
to play on this end, then you eat your end 
and negate your advantage. 

Often described as ‘Cut Throat Style’ 
dominoes is not just the quiet and 
somewhat subdued table game you might 
have once imagined! 
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What's On at The Leys Children’s Centre 


November and December 2013 
«| Monday (| Tuesday (| ‘Wednesday | ‘Thursday =| —sFriday 


Cuddesdon 
Corner 


For Mikko Enticknap 
call 01865 773263 


(Linked with Orchard 
Meadow School 
01865 778609) 


For Anne Wells 
and Valerie O’Malley 
call 01865 779615 


For Camille Kalaja 
call 0789 995 8316 


Orchard 


Meadow 
01865 778609 


Pegasus 
01865 777175 


Contact Karen Hopkins 


Windale 


01865 777796 


Contact 
Lindsey Hart 
01865 395145 


Leys Health 
Centre 


The 


Dovecote 
Nightingale Avenue 


ie OXFORDSHIRE | 
COUNTY COMUINCIL 


werw codices hing yoy ak 


Sure Start 


NEW! 

Christmas Creative 
Sewing* 

Starting 11 November 
9.30 — 11.30 am 


NEW! 

Christmas Cooking* 
16 and 18 December 
9.30 — 11.30 am 


Stay & Play 

for Babies, dads, 
mums and carers 
1.00-—3.00pm. 

Contact Mikko Enticknap. 


Improvers ESOL* 
Starting 16 September 
1.45 — 2.45 pm 


The Listening Centre 
12.30-—9.00pm. 
Phone 01865 794794 


PEEP for Babies # 
9.30-10.30am. 
Call 01865 395145 


Stay & Play 

with lunch (small fee) 
11.00am-—2.00pm 
including: 

@ Speech and Language 
Advice available 
12.00-—1.00pm 

and 

@ Lone Parent Advisor 
advice and information 
Last Tuesday of month 
12.00-2.00pm 


Job Centre Plus 
1.00-—2.00pm. 

See Joumana at 
Cuddesdon Corner. 


The Listening Centre 
5.00—9.00pm. 


COURSES COMING SOON 


Mentoring course 
(to be run in an evening) 


Journalism course 
Ante-Natal group 


# For information on other PEEP groups 
in the area contact 01865 395145 


Stay and Play 
9.30-11.30am 


Infant Feeding Talks 
For pregnant women 
11.00am-12.00pm. 

To book an appointment 
Contact Camille Kalaja on 
01865 788688 


PEEP for 1s 
9.30 am — 10.30 am 
Call 01865 395145 


ESOL 
Ending 4 December 
9.30 — 11.30 am 


NEW! 

Jewellery Making* 
11 December 

9.30 — 11.30 am 


Christmas Cooking 
18 December 
9.30 — 11.30 am 


Midwife Clinic 

For pregnant and 

feeding mums. 

For post natal and baby 
checks, support and advice 
12.30-2.00pm 

drop-in or phone 01865 
221696 for an appointment. 


New Baby Group, inc 
The Breastfeeding Cafe 
For parents and children 
birth to 12 months 
1.00-2.30pm 

Contact Mikko Enticknap 
for Baby Group and 
Contact Camille Kalaja 

for Breastfeeding Café 


Agnes Smith 

Advice Centre 

(for advice on benefits, 
money advice and debt) 
10.00am—1.00pm. 
Contact Jackie Knight 
01865 770206 

Also for details of other 
drop-in sessions 


NEW! 

Helping your Children 
With Maths* 

Starting 7 November 
1.00 pm — 3.00 pm 


Asian Women’s Group 
1.00-2.30pm 
Contact Anne Wells 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-In 
9.30-11.30am 


Stay & Play 

with lunch (small fee) 
11.00am—2.00pm 

Dads Worker available 


Saturday 


Dad’s Zone 

10.00 am-—1.30pm. 
Contact Glen Scrivener 
01865 773263 


: PARENT FORUM : 
Date TBC 


01865 773263 


5.00—9.00pm 


Parents Coffee Morning 
in the Parent Room, 
9.00-10.00am 


Family Links* 
9.00—-11.00am 
Contact Rachel Walding 


Stay and Play 
9.15-11.30am 


Stay and Play 
12.45-3.00pm 


Baby Massage 
Starting 19 November 
For Babies from 8 weeks 
old living on The Leys 
1.00-— 2.00 pm 

Contact Linda Picton 
01865 788688 


Sparklers 

5 and 19 November 

3 December 

1.00 — 2.30 pm 

Contact Ruth Donaldson 
01865 779615 


PEEP for 2s 
9.30-10.30am 
Contact 01865 395145 


EVERYONE WELCOME! 


Find more information on our website: 
www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


The Listening Centre 


Créche places will be limited for 
courses and single sessions. 


A £5 refundable deposit is required for each course. 
For more info contact Anne Wells on 01865 7779615 


Saturday 


Maluchy (Little Ones) 
10.00-11.30am, Pegasus 
School. 

Call Agata 07874 187 704 


Time for Toddlers 
9.30-11.00 am 
Contact Catherine 
Westbury-Cook 
01865 779615 


Stay and Play 
1.00-—3.00 pm 


Baby PEEP 
1.30-2.30pm. 
Call 01865 395145 


For information on registered 
childcare available on The Leys contact 
Oxfordshire Family Information Service 

on 08452 26 26 36 


*CHILDCARE AVAILABLE 


Chitdren’s Centres 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


o| [em paresquare.oom 


Shopping at the heart of your community 


Visit us at www.templarssquare.com, 
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Arts and culture 


Shopping Centre. register for our newsletter or join us on Facebook 


Meet Santa Claus live on stage 


with Miracle on 


IS YOUR child an aspiring 
performer who would 
relish the opportunity to 
participate in a professional 
stage production? 

Based on one of the 
most popular and best-loved 
Christmas films of all time, 
Miracle On 34th Street is 
coming to the New Theatre, 
Oxford from Monday 9 to 
Wednesday 11 December 
and the search is on for 
Santea’s Little Helpers to 
feature in one of the scenes. 
The winners will also receive 
a family ticket to see the show 
on a date of their choice. 

Based on the 1947 
motion picture, Miracle on 
34th Street, features Susan 
who dreams of a father and 


dancing musical adaptation 
is an uplifting family tale of 
battling cynicism and learning 
what it truly means to believe. 
Miracle on 34th Street 


A hugely popular remake of 
the film was also released 

in 1994 starring Richard 
Attenborough as Kris Kringle. 


34th Street! 


Terms and conditions: 
* Children must be 
available for all four 
performances 

¢ All children will need 
to be available an hour 
before performance 
times 

* All children chosen will 
need to be accompanied 
by a parent/guardian at 
all times 

¢ Every child participating 
will receive a family 
ticket (two adults and 
two children) to be used 
at a performance of 
their choice (as long as 
they are accompanied 
backstage by a parent/ 
guardian at all times) 


Review 


>, « 
by Jack Croxall 
Book review by Jane Yates 


X is a captivating story set 
in a post-apocalyptic world. 
A teenage girl known 

only as X, is hiding below 
ground in an old farmhouse 
somewhere in the English 
countryside. 

As the story unfolds you 
realise that, although this is 
a temporary arrangement, 
she appears well organised; 
with food, tools and a torch to 
write her journal by. 

The character X is 
beautifully written and you 
are instantly drawn to her as 
you tumble into her world. 
Just as with Esther Emerson 
in his debut Tethers’, Croxall 
has written a strong teenage 
heroine. 


her hideout. She wants her 
life to have some purpose, 
so she leaves a diary in the 
hope that it will be found and 
read by a surviving human, 
although she fears that she 
may be the last. 


X, is an ordinary girl 


* All children should be 
between 5-10 years 


Even though the character 


who has had to do extraordi- 
nary things and make un- 


old and under 4ft 9” in X is incredibly brave, there speakable decisions. A must 


brother to make her family 
whole, and Kris Kringle, a 


originated as a 1947 motion 
picture starring Maureen 


To apply, children 
should write a short letter 


is the continual fear of ‘the 


height, as costumes 


for zombie fans, this is a truly 


uglies’ from the outside. 

The tender relationship X 
had with her sister and the 
happy childhood memories of 


will be provided by the 
company 

* A photo must be 
attached to the 


gripping story that is skilfully 
told by Jack Croxall. X, is 
an e-book short story and is 
available from Amazon for 


addressed to Santa Claus 
telling him why they would 
like to meet him. 


kindly old bearded man who 
claims he is the real Santa 
Claus. When employed as a 


O'Hara, John Payne, Natalie 
Wood and Edmund Gwenn. 
The film became a perennial 


Santa at a department store 
grotto, Kris quickly spreads 
a wave of love through New 
York City, but can he help 
make Susan’s wish come 


Christmas favourite, winning 
three Academy Awards and 
being nominated for Best 
Picture. The stage version, 
originally entitled Here’s Love, 


All entries should 
be sent to Marketing 
Department, New Theatre, 
George Street, Oxford, 
OX1 2AG by Monday 18 


application 

¢ All entries must include 
the child’s full name, 
date of birth, address 
and emergency contact 


kicking up leaves in the wood 
are all she really has left. 

She does not even have a 
real photo of her family; X has 


only 77p. 


If you love zombie films, 


read this in the dark to get the 
full effect. 


to make do with an image of 
another girl scavenged from 


details. 


true? This all-singing all- opened on Broadway in 1963. November 2013. 


COMIC GENIUS FOR THE STORY 
MUSEUM’S BUILDING WORK 


OXFORD-based writer and artist 
Neill Cameron is lending a touch 
of comic genius to The Story 
Museum, which recently entered 
the first chapter of building work. 
His mural, which covers every 
window on the museum's ground- 
floor frontage, depicts story 
characters, future plans, and the 


and building firm Kingerlee was The Story Museum will run a 
appointed in August 2013. year-round programme of events 
The atmospheric set of buildings from Spring 2014, with the shop and 
in the heart of Oxford will undergo café for visitors, improved education 
a series of transformations over spaces and studio for artists/writers 
the next few years, so this current in residence. 
work is just the first chapter of the The Story Museum has begun 
redevelopment. In addition to the a fundraising campaign to secure 
construction of a shop and café £8m to transform the rest of the 
on the ground floor, there will be site into a new kind of museum that 
improvements to the buildings’ draws together artistic creativity, 
accessibility and facilities with a educational research, heritage 
platform lift, new energy efficient activities and treasures in unique 
boilers, and toilets. and exciting ways. 


CRAFT CORNER part 2 os = Sloe Gin 


i eee 
ee oS . 
sleep in a bag 


you need to pick the sloes 
on a sunny day between 

What better gift to give someone the end of August and the 
than a good night’s sleep? beginning of November. 

For the gift bag | used some 
samples of material and some 
lavender dried from my garden. | 
made a smaller bag and a larger 
bag. The smaller bag was left 
open so that the lavender bag 
could be filled again next year. 
Tie with a bit of braid to make it 
look jolly. 

| cut out a template to make a 
sleeping mask, sewed around it 
and added some elastic. 

To my gift bag | also added: 
a soap bomb, a relaxing CD and 
packet of hot chocolate powder. 
Other suggestions: ear plugs, gift 
voucher, essential oil or candle. 


frontage along Pembroke Street. 

It's a huge and completely unique 
canvas to work on and | intend to 
make the most of it.” 

In 2009, a generous anonymous 
donation allowed the museum to 
purchase the site of its permanent 
home, three interconnected 
buildings on Pembroke Street. 
Planning permission for the 
cathedral of stories was approved 
by Oxford City Council in December 
2012. Purcell architects have 
been with the project since 2011, 


builders themselves. It will be fitted 
to the windows this week. 

Neill said: “The Story Museum 
is such a brilliant project, such a 
wonderful thing in the making, and 
I'm really excited to be a part of it 
—and to get the opportunity to turn 
it into a story, a brilliant giant story 
comic stretching along the entire 


——— 


450g sloes 

225 grams of ordinary 
sugar 

1 litre of gin 


Method: 

No cooking! 

Prick the slows with a fork 
Put into bottle or put into 
jar and add sugar and gin 
Shake everyday for the 
next three days and then 
put in a dark cupboard 
Give as a gift. 


You will need: 

Some bottles or jam jars. 
Lots of patience as you 
have to wait months for it 
to be ready 
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‘PET HATES 


BY ALAN WITTON 


Travellers’ tales 


AS MANY of you will know, 

| consider myself a fairly 
seasoned train traveller. 
Seasoned in this context 
means hundreds of thousands 
of miles travelled in thirty-odd 
countries on four continents, 
and usually arriving at the right 
destination (but not necessarily 
on time) at the end of it all. 

So when | thought of weaving 
some of my worst hard-luck 
stories on train travel into a Pet 
Hates, it set me thinking—what 
is the worst railway station | can 
ever remember? 

Not Ruse in Bulgaria, where 
we waited for four hours for the 
Romanian border police, just 
across the bridge at Giorgiu, to 
allow us entry. Not Le Creuset in 
France, where we were stranded 


for a similar period after our high 
speed train had brought down 
the overhead wires. And certainly 
not Crianlarich in the Scottish 
Highlands, where | alighted with 
a seriously travel-sick girlfriend to 
discover there was nothing to eat 
for breakfast (it being a Highland 
Sabbath) and precious little to 
keep the weather, which does not 
take a day off on Sunday, from 
raining on our already bedraggled 
parade! 


INFERNO 


No, my nominee for an extra room 
in a twenty-first century version 

of Dante’s Inferno has to be 
Roosendaal in Holland. The name 
actually means “rose valley”, which 
makes it sound quite a pleasant 
place. Roses there might be, as 


the Dutch are famous cultivators of 
flowers and don’t stop at tulips. As 
for valleys, the countryside is as 
flat as a pancake for miles in every 
direction, and there is nothing to 
stop a lazy wind (one which can't 
be bothered to blow round you) 
from blowing through you instead! 


PLATFORM HELL 


Roosendaal is a good station 

to travel through, as it marks 

a significant milestone in your 
journey—either the first station 

in Holland, or the last station in 
Holland, depending which way you 
are going. But it is a bad station to 
have to wait for a train. The main 
platform, although it does have a 
roof, has precious little in the way 
of windbreaks to stand in the way 
of the aforesaid lazy wind. 

There is a little cafe counter on 
the platform, which with my luck is 
nearly always shuttered up when | 
get there. And the trains, provided 
by the Netherlands and Belgian 
railways, seem to be deliberately 
timed to stay out of each others’ 
way as far as possible—so if 
you are making a connection 
to or from Antwerp or Brussels, 
Roosendaal is the scene for an 
almost inevitable 45 minute wait. 
More like a disconnection. 


It seems that every time | am 
reluctantly decanted onto that 
windswept platform, usually at 
night, the powers that be have 
dreamt up some previously 
unheard-of amusement for me. 

The worst was two years ago, 
when | was informed that my train 
was not going to The Hague as 
scheduled, but was being diverted 
to Utrecht. Don’t worry, the train 
conductor said helpfully. Buses 
are being provided to take you all 
on to Dordrecht, and from there 
you can catch another train to 
Rotterdam and The Hague. 

What was missing from his 
promise was any sense of a 
timescale. This was the last train 
from Brussels, and that was 
the night | finally rolled into The 
Hague, bleary-eyed, at half past 
two in the morning, and had to 
lash out €25 (about £20) for a taxi 
to my hotel! 


SKELETON? 


So having just booked a similar 
journey, | discover that their 
beautiful new high-speed trains 
which ought to have been 
lending a sense of pizzazz to the 
Brussels—Amsterdam service 
by now, have all been sent back 
to the makers as defective! And 


November 2013 


apparently the Belgian and Dutch 
railways have had to scrape 
together as many of the old trains 
as they can find, and are running 
what you could call a skeleton 
service, but that would be unfair 
to skeletons. And to catch said 
service | have the choice of getting 
from my Eurostar with full kit in 

13 minutes flat (which if you know 
Brussels Midi station, would pose 
a challenge to Usain Bolt never 
mind me) or waiting for local trains 
and changing at Antwerp and— 
dear old Roosendaal again! Will 
he never learn, | hear you asking. 


PURGATORY 


Dante was of course writing 

his Inferno centuries before the 
railway age. But perhaps he 

had his own experiences of rat- 
infested coaching inns to go on. 
And | feel sure that he would have 
been happy to throw up an extra 
wing in Hell, or at least Purgatory, 
to accommodate Roosendaal 
station. After all, Purgatory isn’t 
for ever. In ten thousand years or 
so, or however long it takes me 

to expiate for my many sins, the 
Amsterdam train will roll in and | 
can continue my journey. Wish me 
luck! 


colouring 


competition The most creative entry we receive by 15 November wins! 


WE ARE looking forward to seeing your amazing artwork. The 
prize for the two best entries is a Crayola Grab N’ Go Art Case! 


Send your entries to: 
Kids’ Colouring Competition, Leys News, 26, Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 


Age: . 


Name of parent or guardian: 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 
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OXCLEAN OXFORD 
SCHOOLS WINNER 


THE Oxford Academy a rae 
has received the ye ' = 
prestigious Oxclean 
award for a second 
time. Rosanne 
Bostock, from the 
OxClean Anti-Litter 
Campaign for Oxford 
Schools, described 
the Academy 

as pristine and 
immaculate and went 
on to comment that 

it was an example to 
others. Judges were 
impressed to see 
students putting litter 
in the bins and even 
picking up litter and 
putting it in the bin. 
Maurice Davies, long- 
term employee was 
praised for his hard 
work and dedication. 
The shield was 
presented by Sir 
Hugo Brunner, who 
was Lord Lieutenant 
of Oxfordshire, and 

is now President of 
Oxford Civic Society. 


Pictured are students Lucy 
Disley and Bojan Tetek. 


Want to quit 
smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 
Service and you’re up to 4 times 
more likely to succeed. 

@® Free expert advice 


@® Prescription stop smoking 
treatments to help beat cravings 


® Ongoing support from an NHS 
trained adviser 


Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 


Because life’s better Smokefree. 


; : : : NA 
Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service SMOKEFREE 
supporting people through the process of quitting 


BY SOBIA AFRIDI a course at Blitz for a while, questions will be answered. 
because it is an excellent The Brookes team will be 
Hello, place to go to improve your IT on hand to help you. Also 
It has been a busy month for _ skills. we have the honour to have 
me as | have been setting up Our second piece of Tim Campbell visit us and 
courses in Banbury which is news is really important for talk about his experience 
part of the area | look after. parents. If your childis atthe at university and how he 
Closer to home, there willbe | Oxford Academy then keep is guiding his child at the 
an IT course at Blitz starting in anote in your diary,ason17 moment. All Oxford schools 
January. Watch this space as December at 6pm there is are invited but please do 
| will confirm times in the next a parents’ conference. This contact me as we do have 
issue. |am really happy about covers all you need to know limited places. 


this as | have wanted to run about university, and all your 


m@ Please check out my website http://tinyurl.com/brookesbridges 
or give me a call on 01865 484826 


D L HANCOCK LID 


Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


Established 19 years and still inde pendent 


WE ARE NOW OXFORD’S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
A caring traditional 24 hour service 
provided by Mr. Hancock and Ins team personally 


et a 


Serving Oxford and all Surrounding Areas 


See ee ee 


Private Chapel Of Rest 


Gee ee ee Pe 


Mercedes Fleet of Funeral Cars 
Perfect Choice 


Funeral Flans 


Yi, j 


Member of 
The Minton A samintion 
Of Funeral Directors 


Tel: 01865 767780 (24 Hrs) 


126 London Road, Headington, 
OXFORD ON3 SED 


www.dlhancock.co.uk 
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WHAT'S ON 


in the Leys 


ADVICE 


@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


96 Blackbird Leys Rd. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt 
advice and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays 
2.00—4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am-12.00pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, Tues and 
Thurs, 10am-12pm. 

@ 01865 770206 


Leys Job club 

Free one to one support 
for unemployed job 
seekers (you don’t need 
to be receiving benefits). 
Help offered with CV, 
application forms, 

advice about courses, 
apprenticeships and 
volunteering. Also free 
workshops in Food Safety, 
first aid, IT, English, Maths 
and ESOL. 

@ Judith, 07769 235 395 
Leysjobclub@gmail.com 


CHILDREN 


BLAP: Afterschool club 
Outdoor and indoor activities 
for yrs 8-13 in a structured 
environment. 3.00-5.30pm. 
£1 per session (5 sessions £4) 
@ 07530933690 

and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified 
ad. Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when 
booking for 12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


CRAFTS 


WITNEY SEWING AND 
KNITTING CENTRE 

We are a family run business 
whose aim is to provide 
customers with a friendly and 
efficient service for all their sewing 
and knitting needs. 

We have an extensive range of 
haberdashery and provide repair 
and maintenance services. 


61 High St, Witney OX28 6JA 
@ 01993 702772 


HEATING 


HOT ON! 


HEATING SPARES 
a 


TOU CAN 
We supply gas, oil, water and 
commercial heating spares in the 
UK and abroad to customers all 
over the world! 
Tel: 01865 779925 
Fax: 01865 748035 
Mob: 07821530828 
info@hotonheatingspares.co.uk 
www.hotonheatingspares.co.uk 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 

71 Long Lane, Oxford OX4 3TN 
@ 07960 328170 

Hawtin Electrical 

@ 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Tuesdays—Thursdays, 3.15- 
5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 
@ 01865 712299 & 
07974234661 


@ Breastfeeding Café 
Mondays, 1.00pm-2.00pm 
at Leys Children’s Centre, 
Cuddesdon Corner. 

@ Camille, 0789 995 8316 


@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. @ 01865 772886. 


@ Maluchy group 

for Polish speaking families 
with children ages 0 to 5 years. 
Saturday, 10.00am-11.30am, at 
Pegasus School. 

@ Agata, 07874 187 704 


Brownies: 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

@ Jennifer Pleass 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5 to 7. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30-6.30pm, at the Holy 
Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 
@Alexandra, 07804 500313 


CLEANING 


Solo Assist Domestic Cleaning 
Services 

(including end of tenancy). 

@ Marilyn on 01865 308067 

or 07990 630332 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, OX4 4GP 
Tel: 01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 
@ 07417 439520 


GARSINGTON BABY AND 
TODDLER GROUP 

Needs new children to come and 
join the fun! 

Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am(term 
time only) 

@ Garsington sports &social 
club(on Denton Lane) 

£1.50per family(includes drinks 
and snacks) 

Everyone is welcome 

@ Jess 07930957654 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
@ 01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 
%@ 01865 775849 


please ring 


@ Leys Kiddie Club 
Thursdays, 9.30am—2.30pm, at 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. £1. 


@ Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30-9.30p at Sandy 
Lane West. Boys and girls ages 
13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


@ Mother and Toddler 
Bounce 

Trampoline Sessions suitable 
for mothers and toddlers held 
on Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


@ Strawbery Fayre 
Majorettes 

Training every Wednesday at 
the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, 7.00-9.15pm. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


@ Tiny Tots Majorettes 

(for ages 4—7yrs) At the Barn in 
Nightingale Avenue, Wednesdays, 
from 6—-6.45pm. £3. 

New members welcome. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4.00-5.00pm 

£1.20. For 14-18 year olds 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


Dominos Pizza 

57 Between Towns Rd, OX4 3LR 
@ 01865 777137 

Papa John’s Pizza 

80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS 
@ 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS 

@ 01865 236116 

Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rad, Littlemore 
OX4 4LD 

@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, OX4 6NQ 
@ 01865 792037 


GARDENS 


The Garden 

99-100 The Market, Ox1 3YD 
@ 01865 240709 

Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford 

@ 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, OX1 5AR 
@ 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EF 
@ 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford 
@ 01865 326066 


A quick guide to what’s 
available locally. If you 
have a service or event 
you'd like to include, 


01865 711756 


EDUCATION 


@ Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in 
Maths and English. 

@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


H Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, 
use of computers for adults and 
children, photocopying etc. 
Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am-12pm 
and 1.30-5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am-12.30pm 

Friday Closed 

@ 01865 770403 


LEISURE 


@ Irish dancing. 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and 
Thurs, 5pm. 


@ Boxing Club. 

Tues and Thurs 7.30-9.00pm, 

at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys Rd. 
@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 
@ The Oxford Community 
Choir. All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


PETE'S GARDENING SERVICES 
RHS qualified. For help 

in your garden 

please call:01865 429166 

Email: petedalton2000@ 
googlemail.com 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children/ babies fashion 

clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Full set of Golf Clubs with trolley 
plus pair of golf shoes size 9. 
@ Dave, 01865 775365 


Elap invalid car seat for easy/ 
exit. Fits medium four door car. 
Cost new £500 sell nearest £150. 
Possible to deliver. 

@ 01865 774526 or 07570 894483 


Start your own business 

with Neals Yard Remedies. 

For more info call Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 
OX4 4XP 

@ 01865 775817 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in 
threading eyebrow/full face. 
Beauty treatments, holistic 
therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, 
Oxford OX4 3PH 

@ 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool 
Blackbird Leys Road. 
General swimming times are: 
Mon & Fri, 5.45-6.45pm; 

Sat & Sun, 11.145am-1.00pm, & 
1.30-2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 
Mon, 12-1.00pm; 

Wed, 11.30-12.30pm 

Water Workout: 

Tue and Fri, 12-1.00pm 


Slimming World 
Thurs, 12-1.00pm 


@ 01865 467040 
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BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: 
Mondays, 10.30-11.30am 


Body Balance: 
Tuesdays, 11.00-12.00pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: 
Wednesdays, 10.15-11.15am 


Body Pump: 
Thursdays, 9.30-10.30am 


Pilates: 

Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am 
Boxercise: 

Fridays, 10.30-11.30am 


Overs 50s indoor cycling: 
Mondays, 11.30-12.15pm 


@ 01865 467020 


MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 
Qualified, Professional, 
Experienced. Great Results 
Ladies cut & blowdry... £15.00 


Men's GUt ee eeaecencaere £8.00 
Ghilldrenigssssss sss. £6.00 
Perms (including cut) ..... £38.00 
Highlights....... from £38.00 


(including cut) 
@ Jenny, 01865 776777 
& 07501 787 123 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS 
@ 01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
Tel: 01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


ZUMBA FITNESS PARTY 
Wiggle & Giggle yourself fit! 
Tuesdays, 6.30-7.30pm at The 
Oxford Academy School, Sandy 
Lane West. 

Party Yourself into Shape! 

Latin inspired dance fitness. 

£5 per class (five classes ina 
row for price of four!) 


@ 07714 248177 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, Ox4 7ZD 
@ 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness 
Club, Kassam Stadium 

@ 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 
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Blackbird Leys 
Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way 

The Club is looking for new 
members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6.00pm 

For further details contact: 

@ David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


OLDER PEOPLE 
@ Prime Time Over 50s 
group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am-3.30pm, 
at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road (£1.50). Keep fit, 
bingo, indoor bowls, speakers, 
activities and trips. 
@ 07534 740589 


H Golden Circle 
@ Mrs S Williams, 01865 770626 
and 07748 999522 


@ Silver Circle 
@ 435954 (Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre) 


@ Monday & Friday Lunch 
Club 

Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue 
Ox4 7Wd. 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


@ Leys Community Church 
Over 60s Club 

Wednesday afternoons. 

@ Keith Templar, 715815 


@ Grandparents’ Stay & Play 
Bring your grandchildren to the 
Leys Childrens Centre drop-in, 
specially for grandparents. Weds 
1-3 pm at the Dovecote. 


The Clockhouse 
see box on 
opposite page 


PROPERTY 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY 
@ 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, OX4 6TJ 
@ 01865 772303 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 

Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 
OX4 21Z 

@ 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 
@ 01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys 
@ 01865 773486 
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working together to get support 
for, to share experiences. Lunch 
available for £1. 

@ 07729 581975 


@ Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other 
support are available for anyone 
with a mental health problem. 
To find out more drop in to the 
Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns 
Road. 

@ 01865 247788 


# Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 
9.45-10.45am. United Reformed 
Church, top of Cowley Road. 

£5 & £6. First class half price. 
@ 07974185554 


WELLBEING NOTICES 


@ Skiptrix Fitness Class 
Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30-7.15pm at the 
Ark T Centre, Cowley. 
Satudays, 10-10.45am at the 
Barn, BBLeys. £4.00 per class. 
@ Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


@ Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


= ZUMBA Fitness Party 
Tues, 6.30-7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 
@ 07714 248177 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


@ Church of the Holy Family 

Eucharist; Each Sunday, 10am, with 
children’s activities. 

Timeout: Reflective worship. Most Sundays, 
6.30pm. 

Church Office Hour: Mondays (except bank 
holidays) at 6.30- 7.30pm. For enquiries, hall 
bookings, wedding arrangements. 
Fellowship for Bible: Study, discussion and 
prayer. Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 

@ Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 & 
Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


@ Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 11am—2pm 
@ 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 

@ Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys 

Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music and 
children’s liturgy; and at 6.00pm. 

@ 01865 776903 


@ Christian Harvest Ministries 

Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 3-5.30pm 
@ Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 


Seventh Day Adventist Church 

1A Chester St, off Iffley Road, Oxford OX4 ‘SL. 
Saturday First Service: 9.45am -11am. 
Second Service: 11.15am-12.30pm. 

Bible quiz plus free bible. 


Socialist Party 
Meeting 


Last Tuesday 
of every month 
at Leys Links 
Centre, Blackbird 
Leys Road. Starts 
7.30pm 
@ 0208 9888777 


LEYS CDI 


AGM igh 


All welcome to Leys Community 
Development Initiative’s AGM on 
Wednesday 13 November, 6—8pm, 
at the Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys 


The Leys WI 
Meets the first 
Wednesday of each 
month, 7.30pm to 
9.30pm, at The 
Clockhouse. 

@® Sue 07786158229 
E: theleyswi@yahoo. 
C0.uk 


K 


@ Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at the Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road. 
Sunday Service: 3-6.00pm 


The Listening Centre Bible study on Fridays: 7-8pm, except last 


; lM Rosewood Club : Friday of month www.freebible.org.uk 
Counselling service based at f le with d ti Community Centre. : pate 
Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre. Uva Sheri tem Find out about Leys CDI’s @ 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 
Devs keays 2 e0aii=2pm www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community Centre 


activities, including our full and 
lively programme led by local 
over-50s through the Clockhouse 
Project. 


@ 01865 794794 

@ Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre. 


Providing a stimulating, enjoyable 
and social day while your family 
carer gets a well-earned break. 
£11 per day all inclusive, plus a 


Sunday Service: 11am-1.30pm. 

All night prayers: every Friday 7-9pm 
Bible Study: 11am—12pm every Sunday. 
Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 07932 


m@ Leys Community Church 
Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford 
Academy, Beecroft Room (includes special 


9.30am—3.30pm. A self-help transport charge if used. ; activities for children and young people). 964056 & 07877 054600 
group of people who use or have | @%# Graham Hooper, 01865 749349 For more details call 395908 @ Chipper and Anna Betts, 07985 982804 — Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
used Mental Health Services, www.daybreak-oxford.org.uk (or see notice on page 2) www.mtzionox.org 


@ Tai chi for over 50s 

Seated and standing exercise to help 
get more supple, and boost energy. 
Every week in November, on Thursdays 
10-11am. £2. 


@ Gardening club 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation), 
first Thursday of each month, at 2pm. 
£2 per meeting. Adults of all ages very 
welcome. 

Next meeting: Thursday 7 November 
2-4 pm. Harvest crafts — hands-on 
session with Christine McDermott. 


m@ NEW! Recycled jewellery-making 
Get creative and make great jewellery 
for presents or for yourself! Men and 
women both very welcome. Mondays 4 
and 11 November, both 10am-12pm in 
the Glow Hall. £2 

Please tel: 395908 to find out more, or 
just turn up on the days. 


The clockhouse Community Centre 
Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look for the clocks on the roof) 

@ 01865 395908 E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 

Our sessions are either low-cost or free, 

and all Leys over 50s are very welcome! 

™@ Computer courses for over-50s 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners very welcome. Improve your 


@ Games club for over 50s 

Enjoy playing dominoes, scrabble or a 
wide choice of other games, with this 
friendly and sociable group. Meets on 


m@ Welcome event tea and cakes 
New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 


Or not been for a while? Meet others and = Community Gardening 


find out more, at these FREE, friendly 
socials. For everyone aged 50 and over, 
living on the Leys. We run lots of great, 
low-cost activities. For date of next 


meeting call 01865 395908. 
@ Over 50s advice 


FREE monthly, confidential, advice on 
benefits, debt, housing and consumer 


issues. Outreach session at the 


Clockhouse, by Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre. To book an appointment please 


tel: 01865 395908. 


Next dates: Monday 25 November, 


these Monday afternoons: 4, 18 and 25 
November (no club on 11 November). All 
sessions 1.30-3.30pm. £1. 


@ Line dancing for over 50s 
Monthly dances. No partner needed, 


beginners very welcome. Next one: 
Monday 11 November, 1.30 to 3 pm. £2, 


@ City Council—Councillors’ Surgery 
Monthly drop-in session to meet city 


councillors and discuss any concerns. 


No appointment needed. First monday of 


@ Yoga for over 50s 


Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 


Beginners welcome. Every Tuesday, 
10-11 am. £2. 

& Singing for fun for over 50s 

Think you can’t sing?—we bet you can! 
No pressure, or reading music, just relax 
and enjoy singing in good company. 
Aimed primarily at people living in and 
near the Leys. Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm. 
Weekly throughout November. FREE. 
For details call 395908. 

@ Crafts group for over 50s 


digital photography skills, or how to 


DVDs and calendars. £1 per session. You 
need to book a place. For more info call 


07951149724, or 07962 887379. 
@ Evening activities group 


Join the CLANGers (Clockhouse Activity 
Nights Group) at our friendly evening 
socials. Meet others, relax, chat, and 
make new friends. Adults of all ages 
welcome! £2 includes tea/coffee/biscuits. 


Next meeting: BINGO NIGHT on 
Wednesday 30 October, 7-9pm, 


Adult volunteers of any age are 
needed and welcome, to help keep the 
Clockhouse courtyard garden looking 
beautiful. Regular work parties held. 
For details call: 395908. 


@ NEW! Watercolour painting group 
Both beginners and more experienced 
painters very welcome. No formal 
tuition but others will help you get 
started! Friendly and sociable group. 
Thursdays (each week) 2-4 pm at 
Potters Court (Robin Place, Greater 
Leys.) 5 minutes from the Clockhouse. 


make 


Wednesdays 11am-12.30pm. Bring your 
knitting, crochet, or sewing and have a 
natter. Beginners very welcome. £1. 


and QUIZ NIGHT on Wednesday 27 
November 7-9 pm. Tel: 395908 for 
details. 


10am-12.30pm. (12-12.30pm is ‘drop- 
in— no appointment needed). No 
session in December. 


the month (except Bank Holidays) at the 


Clockhouse, 6.30-7.30 pm. £2 a session. 


Tel: 395908 for more details 


Leys Community Market 

COME and enjoy shopping with a dierence! 
Freshly grown and home produced goods... 
from local veg, chutneys, cheeses and bread, to 
jewellery, perfumes, hand crafted gifts and more. 
Enjoy a tasty lunch/brunch in the café. 

Next date at the Barn, Nightingale Avenue: 

Sat 30 November 

Sat 14 December (Christmas Special) 

Open: 11am - 2pm 
leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


@ Oxfordshire County 
Council 


m@ Rae Humberstone 
—Labour 

75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys. 
@ 01865 779678 
cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Val Smith and Rae 
Humberstone will be doing 
street surgeries every other 
week. They can also visit 
people in their homes—ring or 
email to make arrangements. 


B@ Parish Council 


Chairman: Gordon Roper 
Vice Chair: Mrs Ann Booker 
Non-position holders: Tanya 
Prescott, Chris Hatton, Brian 
Lester, Cyril Martin, Mrs Sheila 
Smith, Pat Stannard 


For further details telephone 
01865 716943 during office 
hours of 9am—5pm, Monday 
to Friday. Send mail to Parish 
Council, 13 Bailey Road, 
Oxford, OX4 3HU. 


Leys Division 


# Val Smith —Labour 
4 Flaxfield Road, 0X4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 


val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk Oxford SDA Church with 


Cross Culture Media present 


OXFORD 
City of Dreamy 


17 November, 6pm 
Oxford Town Hall 
All proceeds go to Sobell House 
and ADRA charities. 
Tickets: £10 / £5 


Oxford City of Dreams is a programme 

of music and drama that celebrates the 

history and musical heritage of Oxford. 

The programme seeks to communicate 
the gospel message through stories 

inspired by well known historical figures 
and institutions of Oxford.Performers 

include the Oxford Philomusica,Oxford Gospel 
Events Choir and Oxford Community Choir. 


Tickets from Oxford Playhouse or at the door. 


For more information, please contact 
Ramesh Massey on 07429 931 446 
or email rameshmassey@aol.com 


Member of Parliament 


S & R CHILDS 


FUNERAL SERVICES 
Managed by the third generation of Childs family. 


Northfield Brook Ward 


@ Steve Curran —Labour 
88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, 
OX4 1TG 

® 07941 785538 
StephenCurran55@yahoo. 
co.uk 


Member of Parliament for 
Oxford East 


@ Andrew Smith —Labour 
Unit A, Bishops Mews, 
Transport Way, Oxford Ox4 
6HD 

@ 01865 595790 
andrewsmith.mp @virgin.net 


142 Olerd Rood 
Cowley 
Oxford 

O84 IEA 

Tek 01865 Fi4007 


Phanmacy House 
24 London Road 
Headington 
Chiford O03 WA 
Tel: 01565 arid 


Also check leysonline.net to 
find out about Parish Council 
Meetings. 


™ Oxford City Council @ Scott Seamons —Labour 


Flat 14, 113 Oxford Rd, OX4 2GY 
@@ 07910 595047 
cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


4 Elms Parade 
Batley 
Osferd (X27 IL 
Tel: 01865 74.544 


Hi The Parache 1 Courtland Road 
Orford Read Rosehill 

Kadiington CXS TEE Cintord (04 4H 

Tek 01865 T7RRSA Te: 01865 7TI7Ro 


Surgery: Every third Friday 
at the Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre from 3.00pm 


Blackbird Leys Ward 


@ Val Smith —Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 

or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 
(her city councillor entry) 


Steve Curren and Scott 
Seamons have a surgery at 
6.30pm on the first Monday of 
the month at the Clockhouse. 


www.srchilds.co.uk info@erchilds.couwk 
We specialioe is nepabriation to and froen the LIK 
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OF GORY By Miss N Limbs 


==—1A GOOD WIN 
FOR UNITED 


SO MOST teams slow down 
on the approach to Christmas 
but not us! What better way 
than to fill our weekends, not 
with present shopping, but 
with Roller Derby! 
This month, we are 
taking part in a mixed scrim in 
Northampton with the lovely 
Vendetta Vixens with seven 
of our girls going to take part, 
a mixed scrim in Croydon 
against their B team, guest 
coach Scottch Jon Da Rocks 
: coming to teach us a trick or 
two from Crash Test Brummies to get our footwork all fancy, 
and then to top it all off, an open door bout against Preston 
Rollergirls with an after party after—road trip! 


We are super excited to go and see Preston and give thema 
good run for their money—the bout is on 23 November and 
with all the other things marked in the calendar, we feel that 
we will be able to deliver a formidable force with all this hard 
work and practice we are slogging away with. 

They have a fierce reputation so we will be bringing our 
best game with us when we go. Everything worth having 
needs a bit of work and we have been working hard! 

We are also 
taking with us our new 


Zebras (or refs) who 
have been thrown into 


| the deep end and are 
= learning quickly all of 
== therules, procedures 
and protocols to keep 
all us gals in line and 
legal on the track. 
Where would we be 
without them? 

This is Ben, one 
of our new Zeebs; he’s 
been working hard! 
We are always looking 
for refs, so calling all 
men—we need you! 
Women too! 

If you like blowing 
whistles and flailing 
your arms about, this 
might be the hobby for 
you. We're very friendly 
and don't bite (hard) so 

come and see if you can organise our gaggle! 

You might have noticed that Roller Derby is also on 
Extreme Sports now, with a new programme focusing on 
London Roller Girls, titled Roller Derby Til | Die. If you do 
have an inkling about this sport, and want to know a bit more, 
we would definitely advise watching this—it gives a really 
good quick view into what we get up to and how fun it all is. 
Other than that, please come along and see for yourself! 

All of our Fresh Meat are doing so well recently, | can 
sense some graduations fast approaching as everyone is 
getting ticks all round in their minimum skills to make sure 
they are safe and able skaters. 

We also have a new training venue on a Thursday night 
now in Abingdon—so now you might be able to make 
practice; it’s 6.30om—9.30pm at John Mason School. 
Come and visit us, we'd love to see you! 


@ For more information call 07879217098 
oxfordwheelsofgory@yahoo.co.uk 
www.oxfordwheelsofgory.co.uk 
Facebook: Oxford Wheels of Gory 


Tom Newey heads the ball forward. 


BY JOE PARKER 


AFTER a poor week starting with a 0-2 
home defeat to Phil Brown’s Southend 
and a 1-2 home loss to Portsmouth in 
the Johnstones Paint Trophy it was time 
for Oxford United to hit back with a good 
result at home to rivals Northampton 
Town. 

With Manager Chris Wilder noting 
his team needed to improve, he made 
two changes to the team with Captain 
Jake Wright in the squad after injury 
and Andy Whing back after suspension. 
The two players to make way were 
injured Alfie Potter and Asa Hall. It was 
a strange formation that saw Oxford play 
with three centre backs; Jake Wright, 
Jonny Mullins and Michael Raynes 
and two wing backs; Tom Newey and 
David Hunt, a central midfield of Andy 


Whing and Danny Rose with three up; 
Sean Rigg, Dave Kitson and James 
Constable. 

The game kicked off with Oxford 
passing the ball around in the midfield 
before James Constable was seen to 
have handled the ball when he tried to 
bring it down. From the fifth minute to 
the 35th minute possession was shared 
with just a few chances for both teams. 

On the 36th minute Oxford failed to 
get rid of the ball before it fell to Derrick 
Carter just outside the box who brought 
the ball down nicely and had a rocket 
of a shot on the half-volley that flew just 
wide of Ryan Clarke’s right hand post. 
The shot was so close the Northampton 
fans celebrated because they thought it 
was in. 

The celebrations were cut short 
with the Oxford chanting “sit down shut 


up” at them. It took 44 minutes before 
the first goal was scored when a great 
little piece of skill let David Hunt play in 
James Constable and score his 98th 
goal in Oxford colours. The lead was 
doubled just a few minutes later when 
James Constable again drove right in 
to the box and was brought down by 
Northampton’s Ben Tozer. 

After the ref cleared the Northampton 
players it was up to Danny Rose to score 
the penalty and that was exactly what 
he did by calmly sending the keeper the 
wrong way and putting it low into the left 
hand side of the goal. Just seconds later 
the ref blew for half time. 

After the break Northampton came 
out the better team but some great 
defending from Jake Wright, Micheal 
Raynes and Jonny Mullions kept the 
scores at 2-0. 

That really set the scene for the 
second half with just a few chances 
falling Oxford United’s way all within the 
last 20 minutes. 

The first fell to James Constable 
but the cross from Sean Rigg was just 
behind Constable who could score but 
did make the goalkeeper make a save, 
just five minutes later the ball was played 
in to Ryan Williams (sub) who ran at the 
defence but a heavy touch at the last 
minute let him down. 

The Oxford defence kept the score 
at 2-0 and that meant that Oxford could 
claim a morale boosting win against 
rivals Northampton. That win leaves 
Oxford just two points behind leaders 
Chesterfield and in third place. Good 
performances from; James Constable, 
Dave Kitson and the whole of the Oxford 
defence helped them win. 


HINKSEY SIX 
POINTS CLEAR 


AFC Hinksey hosted Chinnor in Division 
One East at Culham Road. 

Both sides started tentatively and 
looked as if they were feeling each other 
out before getting into the game. After a 
long spell of sparring between the sides 
Ryan Curtin whipped a cross into the 
box and Chinnor captain Matt Wojconicz 
sliced the ball into his own net. This is 
the third time in as many games that 
Curtin has forced an own goal from his 
opposition. 

Hinksey settled and began to 
dominate the play and enjoyed long 
spells of possession. Despite not playing 
to the high standard that they have set 
themselves Hinksey still looked the 
better side and Tyrone Brackett was 
unlucky when his long range effort 
skimmed the outside of Chinnor’s post. 

Hinksey continued to dominate 
but were struggling to cut open the 
Chinnor defence and rarely created the 
opportunity to extend their lead and at 
half time the score remained 1-0 to the 
Bulls. 

The second half was played in the 
same way with both sides not able to 
create many clear cut chances. In the 
65th minute Jack Dunmall went on one 


7 \b 


Ae 
of his terrorising runs and left three of 
Chinnor’s players in his wake and as he 
entered his opponents box he cut the 
ball back to the on running Ryan who 
thumped the ball past Simon Lambourne 
to put his side 2-0 up. 

This seemed to wake Chinnor up and 

they started a long period of pressure 

on Hinksey’s goal which culminated in 
substitute Ryan Davis crossing the ball 
to James Hawes who smashed the 

ball past Jon Beames to half his teams 
deficit and make the score 2-1. The 
game became end to end for the final 
ten minutes and as Chinnor pushed 


forward looking for an equaliser and 
Hinksey caught them with a counter 
attack. As Hinksey broke Anaclet 
Odhiambo raced into the Chinnor 
penalty area, he pulled the ball back past 
his marker and coolly slotted the ball into 
the far corner to put the Bulls 3-1 up with 
minutes to go, and this is how the game 
finished. 

With second placed Headington 
Amateurs drawing with Rayners Lane 
Hinksey go six points clear at the top 
again. 


